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The Baugh Coat of Arms and Family Crest

The Baugh Coat of Arms illustrated above was drawn by an heraldic artist from information
officially recorded in ancient heraldic archives. Documentation for the Baugh Coat of Arms design
can be found in Burke’s General Armory. Heraldic artists of old developed their own language to
describe an individual Coat of Arms. In their language, the Arms (Shield) is as follows:

“Gules a fess faire between three mullets argent.” Above the shield and helmet is the Crest
which is described as “On a ducal coronet or, a talbot sejant sa.” The Baugh Coat of Arms does not
include a motto.*

The coat of arms of the ancient and honorable Scotch and English family of Baugh is that de-
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scribed as follows (Burke, General Armory, 1884).
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On their web site, The Tree Maker shows these three versions of the Baugh family crest.>
The similarity between the three crests leads me to think they are related, particularly the English

and Welsh crests. They share a common red background on the shield with the blue stripe across
the shield.

A Baugh Family History
The Name and Family of BAUGH

Original author and date unknown

The name of BAUGH is said to be of Scotch derivation and to mean “bad or indifferent”. Some
writers maintain that it was first used as a nickname, having reference to the character of its origi-
nal bearer, but others hold to the opinion that it was taken by its first bearers from their residence
in a place of that name. It is found on ancient records in the various forms of Bawe, Baw, Bawff,
Bawf, Baffe, Bauffe, Bauff, Bauf, Baff, Baughe, Baugh, and others, of which the last is the spelling
most generally accepted in America today.

Families bearing this name were to be found at early dates in various parts of Scotland and
England, including the Counties of Gloucester, Oxford, Worcester, Northampton, Essex, Salop
(Shropshire), and Wilts, as well as in the city and vicinity of London. Those families were, for the
most part, of the landed gentry and yeomanry of the British Isles.

One of the earliest lines of the family in Great Britain is that descended from Edward Baugh,
of Twining, in Gloucestershire, married the daughter of John Stratford, and was the father by her
of Rowland, Thomas, Robert, William, Anne, and another daughter, whose Christian name is not
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known. Of these, the first son, Rowland, was the father by his wife Mary, daughter of John Crook-
er, of Edward, Margaret or Margaret, Mary, Allice or Alice, Rowland, Thomas, Stephen, Richard,
John, and William.

Edward, eldest of the last-mentioned brothers, married Constance, daughter of Thomas Fol-
liott or Folett, of Worcestershire, and was the father by her of Mary, Alice, and possibly of other
children as well.

Rowland, son of the before-mentioned Rowland and Mary, made his home in Northampton-
shire and Oxfordshire and married Judith, daughter of Richard Allison or Allanson. The issue of
this marriage were Richard, Mary, Elizabeth, Sarah, Anne, Rowland, and Edward. Of these, Rich-
ard resided at Twining, in Gloucestershire, and left issue there by his wife Alice, daughter of John
Roberts, of three daughters, Judith, Mary, and Elizabeth; Rowland died unmarried; and Edward
settled at Rumford, County Essex, and was the father about the middle of the seventeenth century
of Edward, Richard, John, Anne, Margaret, and another daughter, whose name is not certain.

Thomas, son of the before-mentioned Rowland and Mary, married Dorothy, daughter of John
Gower, of Worcestershire, and left several children, but their names are not in evidence.

John, son of the before-mentioned Rowland and Mary, had issue by his wife Ellenor or Elea-
nor, daughter of Thomas Copley, of Thomas, Rowland, and three daughters, whose names are not
known.

William [----indecipherable----] of the before-mentioned Rowland and Mary, married Mary
Wakeman, who gave him four children, Edward, William, John, and Anne.

Thomas Baugh, second son of the first Edward Baugh, of Gloucestershire, and younger brother
of Rowland, of that place, made his home at Pensam, in Worcestershire, where he left issue by his
wife Elizabeth of Edward, Thomas, Jane, Mary, Dorothy, Elizabeth, and Margaret.

Edward, elder son of Thomas and Elizabeth, married Mary, daughter of Leonard Jeffreys, and
had issue by her of Thomas, Mary, Edmund, Elizabeth, and Grace, of whom the son Edmund was
the father by his wife Elizabeth, daughter of Phillip Parsons, of Thomas, Richard, Edward, Mary,
Anne, Susan, Elizabeth, and several other children, who died young.

Thomas, younger son of Thomas and Elizabeth, married Anne, daughter of Richard Atwood,
had issue by her of Elizabeth, Thomas, and John. Of these, Thomas was the father by his wife,
Elizabeth Lench, of John, William, Edward, George, and Penelope; while John was twice married,
first to Esther, daughter of Peter Canon, of London, and later to Mary, daughter of Edward Baugh,
of Gloucestershire, but probably had no issue.

Robert Baugh, son of the first Edward of Gloucestershire, remained in that county and married
Alice, daughter of Richard Yerworth, and was the father by her of Richard, Rowland, and Elinor;
and William, son of the first Edward of Gloucestershire, left issue by his wife Jane of two children,
Margaret and John.

About the middle of the sixteenth century one John Baugh was living in Shropshire, England.
By his wife Joane, daughter of John Dale, he was the father of Thomas, William, Richard, and
possibly others. Of these, the first son, Thomas, married Dorothey, daughter of George Parkes, and
had issue by her of Henry, William, and Thomas, of whom the first had issue in the early seven-
teenth century by his wife Alice, daughter of Francis Holland, of at least five children, Thomas,
John, Rowland, Marye, and Margarett.

One William Baugh, who was a descendant of this last-mentioned line of the family, was mar-
ried in 1728 to Agnes, daughter of Thomas Botevyle or Botfield, a descendant of the noted family
of that name in Shropshire and Wiltshire. Their children were Mary, Margaret, Agnes, William,
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Beriah, Richard, Thomas, and Joseph.

Although it is not definitely known in every case from which of the many branches of the fam-
ily in the British Isles the first emigrants of the name to America traced their descent, it is gener-
ally believed that most, if not all, of the Baughs in this country derive from a common European
ancestor of a remote period.

The first of the family in America was Thomas Baugh, who was living in West and Shirley
Hundred, Henrico County, Va., as early as 1623, if not before. No definite records have been found,
however, concerning his immediate family or descendants.

Sometime before 1638 two brothers, John and William Baugh, resided in Henrico County, Va.
It is probable that they were closely related to the before-mentioned immigrant Thomas. Of these,
John Baugh, “planter”, served as a burgess in 1641 and in 1644, but the names of his children, if
any, are not known.

William Baugh, brother of the immigrant John, was a justice of Henrico County as early as
1656, and frequently thereafter. He was the father of William, John, James, and possibly of others,
from whom it is believed are descended the greatest number of the Baugh families of the United
States.

The elder William Baugh mentioned in his will, dated 1687, and in various deeds, of earlier
dates, his grandchildren, John, Katherine, Mary, Priscilla, and William, of whom the last three
were children of William Jr.

One Richard Baugh, who was born in Chesterfield County, Va., about 1733, and probably be-
fore is another descendant of the before-mentioned Henrico County family of the name, although
the exact connection is not in evidence. He married Margaret Jones and was the father by her of
Dorothy, Jane, Elizabeth, Richard, and Archibald.

The progeny of these and later branches of the family in America have spread to nearly every
part of the country and have contributed as much to the rise and expansion of the nation as their
forbears did to its founding. They have been described by students of the family history as a keen-
minded, resourceful, intellectual, and courageous race, possessed in many cases of considerable
literary ability.

Among those of the name who fought in the War of the Revolution were Privates William and
Alexander Baugh, Ensign Robert Baugh, and Captain Richard Baugh, of Virginia, as well as pos-
sibly other from the various States of that period.

Rowland or Roland, Thomas, John, Edward, Richard, Joseph, Robert, James, Henry, and Wil-
liam are some of the Christian names most favored by the family and its male progeny.

A few [---indecipherable---] many members of the family who have distinguished themselves in
America in more recent times are:

Daniel Baugh (b. 1836), of Pennsylvania, manufacturer and financier.

Reuban P. Baugh (b. 1928), American editor.

Frederick Henry Baugh (b. 1879), of Maryland, economist and author.

Albert Croll Baugh (b. 1891), of New York, editor and compiler.

Ruth Emily Baugh (b. 1889), of California, editor.

Herbert J. Baugh (early twentieth century) of Illinois, poet.

Lila Baugh (early twentieth century), of Illinois, educator and author.
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[Source: this is a transcription by V. Capels from a poor-quality photocopy of an 8-page, double-
space type-written document with “Baugh” and crest title page, the author and date of publica-
tion being unknown; copy obtained from the Bullock family.] Reproduced from http://freepages.
genealogy.rootsweb.com/~capels/baugh/baugh_name.html.

In Scotland there is a community named Baugh on the Isle of Tiree, part of the Inner Hebrides.
It is located about 60 miles off the west coast of Scotland. It is a farming community.® Today it
includes a bed and breakfast as well as other attractions that makes the location popular among
tourists.*
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DNA research contributes the following to further support the origin of the name Baugh. Chris
Haley, a nephew of Alex Haley, the noted author of Roots, participated in a DNA research project
seeking more information about his Baugh ancestry. In his book Queen, Haley wrote the follow-
ing:

“Following the common custom among slaves, Alex had taken the name Haley
from his true Massa, although his real father’s name was Baugh. William Baugh
was an overseer on the Haley plantation in Marion County, Alabama, who had
sometimes taken his pleasure with a slave woman, half black, half Cherokee, called
Sabrina. It was a casual relationship, and when a son, Alex, was born, he became a
child of the plantation, owned by the Massa. An honest and industrious boy.””®

Chris Haley, the nephew, is an historian as well as a genealogist. Working with Megan Smole-
nyak, he participated in a DNA test. Through this test, he had a match on 45 of the 46 points® with a
Thomas Baff of Scotland. Obviously, this confirmed that Alex Haley had Baugh ancestry, and that
the information above is true. He matched with a 78 year old Scottish gentleman whose daughter
was interested in her ancestral roots. Smolenyak said “Sometimes DNA is really good at saying,
“Yeah, you’re barking up the right tree,””

(Endnotes)

1 Coat of Arms granted by Cook, Clarenceoux, 11 Nov 1574.—Harl. 1041.

2 Information from The Visitation of the County of Gloucester: Taken in the Year 1623. p. 11.
http://www.thetreemaker.com/family-coat-b/baugh.html

3 http://www.tireeimages.com/detail/baugh-tiree-02.html

4 http://www.bedandbreakfastmap.co.uk/scotland/argyll-and-bute/baugh.php

5 http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/2009/02/haleybaff-family-reunion-thanks-to-
dna.html?cid=150272215

6 http://weblogs.baltimoresun.com/entertainment/books/blog/2009/04/the _haleys_roots_extend
to_sco.html

7 http://www.usatoday.com/tech/science/genetics/2009-04-06-haley-dna_N.htm
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