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The History of Point Of Rocks

Evelyn L. Cox

"Point of Rocks" known to many as a place of natural beauty, good fishing, horseback riding, picnicking and relax​ation is an asset to Southeastern Chesterfield County. Many .art classes have found its view of the Appomattox River and rocky cliff an answer to their need for beauty to recapture on canvas. Many souvenir seekers have found pleasure in finding Indian arrowheads, spear points and peace pipes, as well as numerous Civil War relics.
The present old home and property have been spoken of by several historians.  There are only a few homes of this age left, which reminds us of our need to preserve this historical landmark.
The history of Point of Rocks goes back to the very beginning of Colonial days, when the English adventurers landed at Jamestown and explored further inland.  The Indians named the River Appomattox which means a winding tidal river.  The marshy land along the northern shore​line where they could trade with different tribes in mutual peace was called "Kenecock", (or as later spelled "Cunnecock").  At the western end of the marshes was a high rock cliff which projected out to the channel of the river. "Captain John Smith, in 1608, after passing Buzzards Island at the mouth of the river, sailed along side the Kenecock for a mile and reached a large rock at the western end of the swamp, known to all as "Point of Rocks". .The water is deep here and fishing is at its best.  At Point of Rocks the Appomattox turns south​ward and splits over a low marshy island known as Cobb's Island."
There were two rock cliffs which afforded an ideal camping ground for the Indians. Tradition has it that piles of arrowhead chips were left, showing that many hours were spent there making arrowheads and many artifacts have been found through the years. Also Powhatan, himself, may have sent the smoke signals from this point, which was the highest land along the Appomattox, to other tribes of his people in Varina across the James, and his braves may have dug the hand hewn cave in the river bank that still intrigues many people.
The Kenecock with the large rock cliffs of Point of Rocks and next to it the land, later known as Cobb's Plantation were ...."part of the land encompassed by Sir Thomas Dale's stockade built in 1611.  The stock​ade ran from the James River to the Appomattox for purposes of protecting 

settlers from marauding Indian bands" (and to keep in livestock and giving them some protection from prowling wild animals.)  "Dale's plantation, known as Bermuda, included both the Kenecock and Cobb's and were among the first to be sought for private ownership."
"William Sizemore obtained a patent prior to 1622 for 100 acres on Kenecock Creek. Ralph Waytt was owner by 1636 and leased it to Abraham Wood.  Wood obtained a patent for 200 acres in 1639.  By 1642 he owned all of the Kenecock lands consisting of 700 acres which he repatented.  Thomas Chamberlayne, an emigrant from Gloucester, England, married Mary Wood, daughter of Abraham Wood.  On July 5, 1675 Abraham Wood conveyed the Kenecock lands to Thomas Chamberlayne and Mary Wood Chamberlayne." Thomas Chamberlayne was a Major in Henrico County in 1678. Mary died without issue and Thomas Chamberlayne remarried, in 1708, Elizabeth Stratton, daughter of Edward and his wife, Martha Shippy Stratton.  (Edward was the Second Edward Stratton, born 1665, died 1698).  Thomas Chamberlayne died in 1719, survived by two daughters, Elizabeth who married Henry Batte and Dorothy who married Major Peter Jones III.
"On 13 December 1736 a patent was granted to Peter Jones and Dorothy, his wife and Henry Batte and Elizabeth, his wife, for 1600 acres in Henrico County on the north side of the Appomattox River, known by the name of Cunnecock…" (Register of Land Office, Patent Book 17, p. 211).  "At this place later was established a famous racing track for quarter-milers where the sporting society of Chesterfield frequently gathered for the favorite pastime of the day."
There was a ferry operated from Henrico side of the Appomattox in colonial days. This ferry was in operation in 1720. It crossed the river from Point of Rocks to the city of Broadway.
The Stratton family and descendants owned Point of Rocks, subject to numerous inter-family conveyances until the present time.  The name of Batte and other old family names are linked with this home place. A colonial brick dwelling overlooked the Appomattox. This house boasted a fireplace long enough that the mantel was cut in half and used for two fireplaces in a later house built nearby in 1898-99. The brick house stood until 1900 at which time it was taken down.  The mantel and doors and other woodwork were used in the new house.
In the early 1800's another house was erected which is still in use. This is a one story building with a 20 inch rock foundation and well preserved weather boarding. Around the front porch there is a hand cut dental trim. There is nothing ostentatious about it but it boasts of two large chimneys which serve four fireplaces.  The old kitchen and other dependencies now are all gone for it is about 150 years old. Other rooms were added during the past but were not as solid as the main original house, so they were removed in 1938. Most of the house is the original.  Some floors had to be replaced but many are still six inch heart pine boards about one inch thick.  The large hall and bedrooms have the original plaster.  The ceilings are ten feet high with ten inch baseboards.  The woodwork, old glass window paynes and old brick fireplaces give it good solid comfortable looks.
Doctor Theophilus Feild Strachan, son of Dr. Alexander Glas Strachan and Sara Feild, (daughter of Nancy Taylor and Theophilus Feild II),
married Jane H. Stratton, March 16, 1813, and lived at Point of Rocks.
Their son, the Rev. John Alexander Strachan, married Emily Adkins of
Chesterfield County.  The present house, build in the early 1800s, was their home.  They had five children.  Their daughter Ada Rebecca
married Oliver Wade Cox and it was their home which was built in 1898
mentioned above.

Many old graves can be seen in the family burial ground some distance from the home.  Rev. Strachan's grave is marked with an eight foot shaft.  He died in 1875.

There is a family connection with Shirley Plantation as the daughter of Gertrude Strachan and Mr. Thomas R. Harrison is the Mrs. (Emily) Hill Carter, Sr. who resides at Shirley.  Gertrude was another daughter of J. A. and Emily Strachan.
The Rev. John Alexander Strachan was the founder of Enon Baptist
Church in the Bermuda area in 1849.  He donated the land for the building
and later served as pastor until his death in 1875.  Rev. Strachan
would row a boat across the river and preach in the church at Broadway.
He also held services regularly at Old Shop Church in Prince George
County.  During the last year of the Civil War he preached at Salem
Baptist Church near Centralia.  The family had left Point of Rocks for
refuge at "Locust Grove", house of Daniel Adkins, father of Mrs, Strachan.
Before they left their home for refuge, the house was struck by an
immense shell fired from a Union gunboat on the Appomattox River.  The
occupants narrowly escaped injury.
I

General B. F. Butler took possession of the plantation and estab​lished a hospital on the grounds where wounded men from Drewy's Bluff, and nearby Petersburg were brought.  Enon Church was torn down and the

material used in the hospital building. The old building stood as a grim reminder until about the time of World War I.  It was high off of the ground so that the wounded could easily be lifted into the door\-7ay from the wagons which carried them there.

Rev. Strachan's home was turned into headquarters for the doctors or surgeons.  H. B. Fowler was the surgeon in charge of the Point of Rocks Hospital and George Jones was hospital Chaplain.  The colored cook was found and called into work for the doctors.  Many harassing stories came from her of the things that went on while she was there. The screams of the wounded and then there was the large box outside of the hospital where amputated limbs were cast.  In recent years the ground in a nearby field yielded charcoal and portions of human bones and old medicine bottles.  Souvenir seekers have carried them away.

Many of the personal belongings were taken out of the house and thrown down the hill towards the river.

General Butler built a telescopic tower and later a pontoon bridge which made the armies an exit from the "bottle neck" towards Petersburg in 1864.

"Petersburg was an object of Union Military concern as early as 1862. It was incidental to McClellan's move against Richmond. The strike against  Petersburg was thrust back at Point of Rocks on the Appomattox River, and it was overshadowed by the great proceedings elsewhere. Nevertheless, it was a very close call for Petersburg and was so recognized at the time.

"If a small fleet of gunboats coming up the river had not been

stopped, Petersburg would have been bombarded and perhaps subjected to extensive destruction."
...... "A clear and explicit account of it seems to be that contained in a first-rate but little known publication, "Under the Stars and Bars, A History of the Surry Light Artillery, Recollections of a Private Soldier in the War Between the States", printed in 1909.  B. W. Jones told his narrative through letters written to a friend at home during the Civil War.  This 'letter was headed Point of Rocks, VA, June 28, 1862.
"I hasten to inform you that the Light Artillery boys have had their baptism of fire, a battle royal, and that-with Federal gunboats! And so what was regarded as hardly probable has come to pass. A fleet did come this way...we fought it with only our two smooth-bore, six pounder guns, and a small infantry support.
"On .June 26,,...just as we were having roll call and the men were about to retire for the night, the boom of a cannon a little way down the river, and the whizzing of a shell as it sped us by, aroused us to the fact that the enemy was approaching....
"Despite our small number of men - some sixty only, one half of the company being away - and not withstanding the great disparity in the weight and effectiveness of our guns, there was no thought of anything but doing the best we could, and disputing the advance of the fleet as long as we might."
This letter continues with a highly interesting account of the battle.  The men on the cliff fired down on the gunboat below in the water.  The shots from the boats went high over the heads of the Confederates and they worked hard to place their shots well.  Other boats were coming up river and their fire wounded some of the brave little company. Finally a heavy shot went through a porthole and plunged downward making a leak in the hull. That obliged them to run the craft aground to prevent it from sinking in deep water. Meanwhile help had come, two companies under J. T. West. The ship was burned and abandoned. Later they were told that fifty of the men in their fleet had been killed and….. “Thus, if we did no more, we have been instrumental in checking the advance of the fleet upon the city of Petersburg, and have caused destruction of one of their warships…”

The Petersburg Express of the 27th contains a glowing account of the affair…”

The rocks on Point of Rocks were severely damaged but they had served well in aiding the Confederates to save Petersburg from a possible destruction. The Strachan family later sold the stone to be used in the wall around the City Point National Cemetery. The monument there bears the names of the doctors at Point of Rocks Hospital in 1864.

One of the sons of Ada Rebecca Strachan and Oliver Wade Cox, Thomas Blackwood Cox owned and lived in his frandgather’s home from 1938 until his death in 1971. His widow, Evelyn Lewis Cox and her mother reside there now. The Coxes have three married daughters, Evelyn Rebecca married to Harold Dean Wlpole, Elizabeth Rae married to John Richard Grundy, and Crystal Lou married to Joseph Earl Monroe, Jr. 

The Walpoles built a brick home almost on the site of the colonial brick house.

 Tarlton Beverly Cox, another son of Ada S. and Oliver W. Cox, still resides in the home of his deceased parents.
The descendants of Rev. Strachan have been happy to live in their ancestral home and cherish their heritage. .
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January 1974           
Evelyn L. Cox

(Mrs. Thomas B. Cox)
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